Below: PETER Bland battles the slements on
hie recent trek to the South Pole.

Right: LEADING the quiat life

Elderslie,

. Pafer relaxes
at home with his dog at the Gisborne property

Trek of a Ilfetlme

AD\ ENTURER, entreprencur
and farmer, 27-year-old Peter
Bland of Gisborne returned last
week from the trek of his life.

Peter waz choten &5 ons of alne
adventuners 1o gall the charter yacht
Spirit of Sydney 1o the magnetic south
pole with Brit of the year David
Hempleman-Adams,

And il it had ned been for Peter, the
crew might sl be stuck in the freez-
g Antarctic waters

When a rope was caught around (he
propeller, Peter saved the day and the
expadition by diving into waler one
degree below 2200 10 free the rope.

The beroic effart took three dives 1o
free the ropes and Peter still haz the
frast bite Lo prove il

“I've never experienced eold like it
in my lifa,” Peter said.

50 how does a Gishome boy coma
o sail with edventurer David
Hemplanan-Adams — world famous
for ickking for A5 days to the South
Pole. and climbing Mt Everest?

“It all began when [ took up ail-
boarding =s & hobby,” Peier said.

This led 12 3 Yove for salling, which

By SUE MOSES

In the past three years has seen Peter
become an experienced yachisman,

His experiences include sailing in
the Sydney-lo-Hobart yacht race and
chartering yachis around the world,
which now means he spends much of
his life al s2a,

Hiz vast experience was sough for
the recent ice-trek adveniure

He became one of the three
Australian erew responsible for sailing
the &0 foot vachl ‘with David
Hempleman-Adams and his six fellow
Brits on board, on their ey adveniure

Departing from Hobart, the crew
travelled 3500 miles (or about
S600km) in 26 days, negotinling up 65
knot winds and 12 meire seas,

This meant three-hourly watches,
spending up to eight hours a day at the
helm as well a5 sail changes, cooking
and sleeping oarasionally.

Mot to mention continuously chip-
ping away the 2.5 tonnes of ice thai
zccumulated threuphou! the joumey,
with an ice-pick from the bow.

Bul for Peter (who mever gets ses-

sick] it was a iremendous experience.

“To see unique parts of the canh
that man has not yel had a chance 1o
destroy, and to walk amongst animals
such as seals and penguins that knew
no fear,” he said.

He described Antarctica as a hamsh
continent and unforgiving,

But not to be content with the expe-
rience, Peter and some of the crew
members returned home last week
only 1o immediately iravel to and
climb M1 Kosciusio.

The 2248 metre elimb toak the
party live hours

When Peter has his feet on solid,
snowheds grownd be hélps run his par-
ents sheep farm al the historic
Gisbome properly Elderslie, which ks
listed with the National Trust,

It is from here that Peler also runs
his successful food business, which
produces the popular Setthers Cookies.

S0 what is next for Peter?

Mext week I is off 19 Japan to pro-
mole the cookies al the Tokyo Food
Expa.

“Then there"s always the North
Pole,” Peter snide
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