By NIKKI PROTYNIAK

INTERNATIONAL rescie crews
are racing ngainst time to save a
Melbourne man tpped In fce
after he plunged down a ceevice at
Antarctica two days ago.

Peter Binnd, 32, Is belleved Lo be
seriously injured after his fall
while trekk aeross the ley
wastelund with feliow Melburnian
Jay Watson, also 32-

Chitean and Argentinian rescue
tenms have tried to reach’ the
furmer Melbourne Grammar
stidents al least four times since
the accident, but bad weather has
farced them back ench time

The ald boarding school chums
were attemp n world-first
crossing of the Antarciic penio-
suln, from east to west, when
disaster struck. They are be-
lieved to be u:pggd*t In sul-zero

W

temperatures, n glom Irom
Charlotte Bay.
Crew members from Australian

ya
off Just after New
due to collect them yesterday.

The erew treliked for 40 hours
to reach the palr when they failed
to make the rendezyvous, but have
no way of getl them out be-
cause of Mr Bland's Injuries.

Speaking from her Gisborne
home Inst i, Julin Bland told
the Herald Sun she was ho
desperately that her hu
who had had opéen hearl surgery
twice. would be saved.

“I'm very worrled. 1 just don't
know what's going on,” a
traught M R sald, Al I
know Is that he's Deen involved in
an ieefnll

uAs (o what's actually ocourred,
no one’s reafly sure at the mo-
ment. You go to bed and you don’t
know If hegu;nln: Lo be all right
and that's the worst {hing.

“I'm hoping iU's only a broken
leg. 1 know he's very, very fit. bul
It's very, very cold out there."

Mo Bland -and - the. couple’s
jo-month-old  daughter, Olivia,
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Polar rescue dash
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are preparing to moke an emerg-
eney dash across the world Lo be
by Mr Bland's side as soon as he is
freed from the lee.
“As soon as | hear, we'll be on
that plane,” shi sald.
The disaster comes only two
afer 10 Australians became

tuck ck ice at the Anlarctie
e Bl e the Spirit of Syd-
ney vacht,

Mrs Bland sald her heart
stopped when she heard about
the Sydney’s troubles.

“1 heard 'Antarctie’ and
‘trapped’ and thought my night-

mare had come true. It didn’
then but it has now,” she said.
Oddly, Mr Brand was on board
the when It foundered in
the same freczing waters alimost
five years igo. He dove into the jcy
sea three times withoul scuba
gear 1o put m rope that had

—_—
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Ice man continues
his fight for life

freed
from the Mlnml?.lﬂn CTEV-
asse thut held him prison-
er in freerlng conditions
for Kimost 40 hours.

The Cisborne man, who
wis vying to be tho frst
person Lo cross the Ant-
aretie Peninsiila from east
to west, I8 believed to bo

for his life i a
Hean hospital

Mr Blind has a horror
list of Injunies meluding
o st e

neated hip
and posaible frosthite.

His wife Julis and baby
daughter Olivia yesterday
Ieft Australls for Punta
Arenas bo be with him,

Family  friend  Nerida

Peter Bland

leved Mr Bland, 3% had
bern rescued.

“It's n miracle Peter's
alive. The crevasse was

By i

“"Evervane involved
risked their lves to sive
him. A doctor hes seen
i but he's definitoly not
In the all-clear yet rre
are some redl worries ™

took three attempts to
winch Mr Blund Lo safety
on' Saturday, almost two
days after an avalanche
sent him plimmeting into
the crevasse.

The Peruvian air foree
wiis called i to fiy the
batterad sdventurer fram
mn Antarctic base camp
to Chile yesterday after o
camp doctor ordercd an
Emergency evacuakion

The digaster happened
g br Bland and his trek-
King puriner, Jay Wataon,
both former Melhourne
Grammar students, were
lea= than 8k from the
end of their journey.

Mr Watson resumed the
trek  to . complate Lhe

wurld's first unsupported
orasginge of the Antareedio
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AS Antarctic ad-

ventire Was all but over
for a Gisbome man yes-
Lerday, another Intrepid

Victorian wes planning

an asgault on the south-
ern continent.

Peter Bland, 32, who
had been Loving L0 cross
Antarctica, was serious-
ly dnjured in an jee fail
just Bk from the end of
his journey.

Mr Bland is believed
to be in & stable con-
dition but rescué at-
tempts have been ham-
pered by bod weather.

Natimuk adventurer
Brigitte Mulr has an-
pounced o daring plan
to become the Mrst
woman to find 8 hew
route across Antarctiea
to the South Pole.

Her secret route will
be 16800km long. Ms
Mulr was the Orst Aust-
rulian woman to reach
the peak of Mi Everest.
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